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The Messenger

St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, lowa January 2012

Mark Your Calendars — Every Voting
Member (that is, every member who has
been confirmed and has communed and
made a gift of record at least once during
2010 or 2011) should plan to attend the
Annual Meeting of the congregation
Sunday, January 29. A lunch will be
served at 12:00 noon, followed by the
meeting at 12:45. So please mark your
calendar and hold the date open.
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From where I sit... “Merry Christmas to St. Andrew!” IN OUR PRAYERS
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January Birthdays

Kimberly Cromer
Matt Martin
Evann Martin
Karli Sletteland
Kimberly Meyer
Alicia Sachtjen
Lance Wilson
Phil Kluetz

Judy Zeigler
Jeftery Korth
Richard Eidemiller
Christine Eidemiller
Anthony Spoke
Rose Miller
Brooklyn Taylor
Beulah Flatjord
Kaitlyn Boline
Sandy Charlier
Jacob Kluetz
Collin Lint
Rachel Peglow
Kathy Schau

Tori Sletteland
Camden Ganzeveld
Hunter McAdam
Easton Shepherd
Anika Loftsgard
Irv Schau
Christine Boline
Elizabeth Breed
Sherri Schuchmann
Miranda Vick
Karen Lyons
Larry Griffn
Donald Coon
Tamara Korth
Lori Lutsch
Kailey Bahmann
Ethel Harkness
Joel Jackson II
Mary McCord
Wesley Hamdorf

Bits and Pieces

SHELTER CARE/
NURSING HOME RESIDENTS
Irma Gunderson
St. Luke’s Living Care Center West
1050 4™ Ave. SE, Room 205
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52403

Lita Schminke

Belle Plaine Nursing & Rehab Center
1505 Sunset Drive

Belle Plaine, IA 52208

Walt & Kathryn Stoner

Emeritus at Sliver Pines

136 36th Avenue #104

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52404

Phone: 362-6868 (Ask to speak to Walt. They will
take a cordless phone to him.)

S January Anniversaries

a

Dennis & Deborah Walker 1/2/1988

Please note: if your special day is not included it
means we don’t have your information. Please
call the church office to update. Thank you.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL—PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Resolution — noun, the act of resolving or determining upon an action or course of actions,

method, procedure, etc. Source: dictionary.com

It’s that time of the year again when people typi-
cally resolve to improve their life by starting or
resuming a healthy activity. At one time or another
we have all resolved to lose weight, exercise more,
or take time to “smell the roses”. Have you made
your resolutions for 20127

Let me offer a slightly different resolution for
you to consider. How about resolving to attend
church regularly or to become a more active, in-
volved member of your congregation? In a study
published in the December 2010 American Socio-
logical Review, University of Wisconsin research-
ers reported attending religious services regularly
and having close friends in the congregation are
key to having a happier, more satisfying life.

Deadlines for February Messenger
February calendar goes up in the office Decem-
ber 27, and will be finalized Tuesday, January
17, for inclusion in the February Messenger. Stop
by the church office to add meeting times and
activities.

Deadline for the February 2012 Messenger is
9:00 a.m., Thursday, January 19. Please submit
all items on diskette, CD-ROM, or by camera-
ready email attachment to:
church@standrewlutheran.org

Weekly Announcements Deadline: As always,
please have all items for the bulletin and
announcements to the church office by 4:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS, by camera-ready email
attachment, CD-ROM, or on diskette.
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WORSHIP AT ST. ANDREW...

Dec. 31/Jan. 1 — Name of Jesus
Numbers 6:22-27 Psalm 8
Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 2:15-21

January 7/8 — Baptism of Our Lord.
Lectionary 1

Genesis 1:1-5 Psalm 29

Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11

January 14/15 — Second Sunday after Epiphany.
Lectionary 2

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 John 1:43-51

January 21/22 — Third Sunday after Epiphany.
Lectionary 3

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Psalm 62:5-12

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Mark 1:14-20

January 28/29 — Fourth Sunday after Epiphany.
Lectionary 4

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Mark 1:21-28

If you haven’t been attending worship on a
weekly basis, I invite you to resolve to attend more
frequently. Make a commitment to not only attend
but actively make a connection with one or two
people you meet there. If you already attend regu-
larly, look for ways to get to know others better.
The “St. Andrew On-the-Town” group is a great
way to get to know other members in a social set-
ting. Or if volunteering is more your style, talk to
members of a ministry team to find out about op-
portunities to serve. Join the choir or the Book
Club. There are many different ways to get in-
volved.

Will regular church attendance result in a hap-
pier life for you? Who knows, but it’s worth a try.

See you in church!
Lori Krueger

Annual Reports are
due at 9:00 a.m. Tues-

RE.P.ORT day, January 10. All

ministry team and

..“_“._ committee chairs are

%

reminded that annual
reports need to be

turned in on or before
Tuesday, January 10. Informational “how to”
sheets are available if you don’t already have
one—including print style and margins. They’re
available from your council person or will be in the
church office. Thanks for your cooperation in as-
sembling a useful, complete Annual Report.
Reports will be available to pick up and review
after services January 21 and 22.



CONGREGATION COUNCIL, conT’D

Congregation Council Highlights — December 6, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm. Those
present included the following: Mike Barton, Chris
Formanek, Dave Franzman, Lori Krueger, Craig
Nilsen, Nan Schroeder, Teresa Wilkes, Dan Lewis,
Pastor Ed, and Teresa Girard. John Horth was ex-
cused due to conflict with travel. Lilian Davis at-
tended as a guest.

Lori Krueger opened with devotions from
Called by God to Serve. We are all called to serve
Christ through faithfully giving in proportion to
our gifts.

Minutes of the last meeting were received, a
name corrected, and approved.

The Report of the Pastor was received and ac-
cepted as written.

The Treasurer’s report was received and dis-
cussed. Dan received the annual giving statement
from the synod. St. Andrew has given $1,217.08 to
the synod during 2011, with $646.00 of that total
for benevolence; the balance is related to special
appeals. The Treasurer’s report was accepted as
written.

New Business:

Reclassification of direct funded account balances
where appropriate: Dan noted that there was some
direct funded cash balances that appear to need
reclassification to the general fund due to the expi-
ration of their cause and annual processing (i.e.
flower donations). The amount may approach
$5,500; however, it will require additional research
to finalize.

A motion to have Dan Lewis research direct
funded cash balances and reclassify them to the
general fund as appropriate was made and second-
ed . Discussion regarding the disposition of the
general fund receipts from the direct funded reclas-
sification followed. The motion was amended to
state that $1,000 of the direct funded amounts that
will move to the general fund be forwarded to the
synod as benevolence. The amended motion
passed unanimously.

2012 Financial Planning: Stewardship results

were summarily presented by Lori Krueger and
discussed with Dan’s inputs. Lori is continuing a
manual review of the pledges to support and esti-
mate of the congregational giving for 2012. There
have been 43 pledges returned at this point with
$105.9K pledged which is a 2.5% increase for this
group when compared to 2011. There are about 90
recorded pledges for 2011 totaling $165K and Dan
and Lori anticipate that level to remain fairly con-
sistent for 2012. Approximately 40 other families
that give but don’t pledge will be included in the
planning. Expenditures are being planned at levels
that are the same as 2011 with the absolute mini-
mum of increases.

Follow up on the return of stewardship material
is needed. The CPODs at this weekend’s services
will announce that pledge cards and time and talent
sheets should still be returned to the church office.

Constitutional Amendments. Pastor Ed present-
ed the proposed amendments to the model consti-
tution that will impact the St. Andrew constitution
because we follow the model constitution in the
affected sections. The gist of the changes revise the
candidates for a call in cases where there is an in-
terim pastor in place, allow the use of electronic
media for dispatch of congregational meeting in-
formation in addition to mailing those materials,
and strengthen the language around the notification
processes required for a congregation that is con-
sidering leaving the ELCA. The changes will be
published in the December newsletter to provide
advance notification sufficient for them to be voted
on at the congregational meeting January 29, 2012.

Re-purposing Committee: Council agreed that
this activity and continuing discussion needs addi-
tional interested members to participate. This com-
mittee is being formed to address the future direc-
tion of St. Andrew. Dan Lewis has forwarded fi-
nancial information to Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust
after last month’s discussion on using the church’s
assets to fund additional staff to promote growth.

(Continued on page 5)

Eat Up Your Cookies!!

Now there’s an order a lot of people would be hap-
py to obey. Sunday, January 1 (New Year’s Day)
we at St. Andrew are offering an important ser-
vice—helping people get rid of their leftover
Christmas treats. We’ll have a coffeepot and serv-
ing plates set out in the library, and after the 9:30
a.m. service everyone is invited to share their deli-
cious leftover baked goods—just about the best
kind of potluck, wouldn’t you say? Just a reminder:
When New Year’s Day falls on a Sunday, all those
fun things we watch on TV, such as the Rose Pa-
rade and bowl games, are scheduled for Monday,
January 2. So even if you stay after church for re-
freshments and fellowship for a while, you won’t
miss out on any of those special events! Hope to
see you (and your treats!) on New Year’s Day!

WITNESS MINISTRY

STARS January Lunch Plans
What a great Christmas party atmosphere at the
Red Lobster when we gathered for our Decem-
ber lunch! We had 21 people attending, and eve-
ryone enjoyed delicious meals and sparkling
conversation! We’re so spoiled with the mild,
dry December, it may be a challenge when win-
ter arrives. However, we have plans for January
and are keeping it simple. Tuesday, January
17, we’ll gather at the Perkins Restaurant on
Collins Road at 11:30 a.m. We’ll call ahead for
tables, so no advance signup is needed. We’ll
need to make up a new flier for the coming four
months, so please bring suggestions or ideas for
places our group would enjoy. Happy New Year,
and remember, all are welcome!

SUPPORT MINISTRY

Year-end Contribution

As we rapidly approach the \
end of 2011, please keep E}U}(dl N

the following IRS rules in
mind for your year-end

contributions. ;
HVJ]JHg

1. Recorded as 2011 contributions
A. Cash received or postmarked on or before
December 31, 2011
B. Checks dated by December 31, 2011, and
received or postmarked on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2011
2. Recorded as 2012 contributions
A. Cash and checks received January 1, 2012, or
later (except when postmarked by December
31,2011)
B. Checks dated January 1, 2012, or later, re-
gardless of when received or postmarked.

Avoid the rush and make your year-end contribu-

tion now! Also, the 2011 Offering Statements will
be mailed out prior to January 31, 2012.

Thrivent Members

Through the Thrivent Choice program, you can
help direct where Thrivent Financial distributes
part of its charitable outreach funds each year. As a
benefit member, your ownership of Thrivent Fi-
nancial products and services helps create the mon-
ey that makes this support possible. By directing
designated Choice Dollars, you can request fund-
ing for Lutheran camps, schools, seminaries, cam-
pus ministries - even our congregation. In Septem-
ber St. Andrew Lutheran Church received over
$180 from this source. Contact Jan Thulin, Congre-
gation Advocate, for more information at 393-8550
or e-mail ecthulin@mweci.net



WORSHIP MINISTRY

Festivals in January

Sunday, January 1, is The Name of Jesus. The observance of the octave (eighth day) of Christmas has
roots in the sixth century. Until the recent past, Lutheran calendars called this day “The Circumcision and
Name of Jesus”; the emphasis on circumcision is the older emphasis. Every Jewish boy was circumcised
and formally named on the eighth day of his life. Already in his youth, Jesus bears the mark of a covenant
that he makes new through the shedding of his blood, now and on the cross. That covenant, like Jesus’
name, is a gift to us and marks us as children of God. Baptized into Christ, we begin this new year in Je-
sus’ name. Sustained by the gift of his body and blood, we will find that this year, too, we will be sus-
tained by the gift of Christ’s body and the new covenant in Christ’s blood.

Friday, January 6, is the principal festival of The
Epiphany of Our Lord. This festival commemo-
rates the visit of the Magi to the infant Jesus
(Matthew 2:1-12), thereby revealing Christ to all
nations. On this day the church celebrates its catho-
lic nature and mission. In worship we pray that the
Holy Spirit would make our lives radiant with the
brightness of Christ. From the Lord’s table the
church goes forth into the world as a witness to
Christ’s merciful presence. As the stars light up the
darkness of night, so the baptized are called to be
light in the world.

Wednesday, January 18, the Confession of St.
Peter, also begins the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity. The Week of Prayer for Christian Uni-
ty is framed by two commemorations: the Confes-
sion of St. Peter and the Conversion of St. Paul.
Both apostles are remembered together June 29,
but these two days give the church an opportunity
to focus on key events in each of their lives. On
this day we remember that Peter was led by God’s
grace to acknowledge Jesus as “the Christ, the Son
of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). This confession is
the common confession that unites us with Peter
and with all Christians of every time and place.

"See what love the Father has given us,

e~ “;’ /(:. ' ® ) [
NI X970
that we should be called children of God."

1 John 3:1

Wednesday, January 25, is the Conversion of
St. Paul. The church remembers how a man of
Tarsus named Saul, a former persecutor of the
early Christian church, was led by God’s grace to
become one of its chief preachers. The risen Christ
appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus and
called him to proclaim the gospel. Narratives de-
scribing Paul’s conversion in the Acts of the
Apostles, Galatians, and 1 Corinthians inspire this
commemoration, which was first celebrated
among the Christians of Gaul.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23160.

Join Us in Prayer! Join the
Prayer Chain! =N
Praying for others and knowing that S
others are praying for you can be such mﬁ
a healing experience. If you would
like to join the St. Andrew Prayer Chain, please
call the office or e-mail Nan Schroeder at
nschroeder66@yahoo.com. We will notify you by
e-mail each week of prayer requests and ask that
you include those requests in your daily prayers.
For more information, call Nan at 378-0795, ext. 2.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL, conT’D

(Continued from page 4)
No response has been received.

Personnel Committee: A Personnel Committee
will be established for 2012. This committee’s
scope will be the administration and guidance of
the non-rostered staff (employee and contractors) —
currently the parish steward, organist and custodi-
an.

Mutual Ministry Committee: The Mutual Minis-
try Committee is a bi-directional conduit of com-
munication between the rostered staff and the con-
gregation. According to C13.04 of the constitution,
this committee must comprise six members who
are to have no other membership in other commit-
tees or the Council and be appointed by the Presi-
dent and the Pastor. This committee will be rein-
vigorated for 2012. Pastor Ed and Lori Krueger
will collaborate on membership.

Annual Meeting: A motion was made and se-
conded that the 2012 Annual Meeting of the con-
gregation be held January 29, 2012. Motion passed
unanimously. Annual report information must be
submitted by January 10, 2012.

Ministry Team reports and activities:

Learning — Christmas program will be Decem-
ber 18 at 5:00 pm.

Witness — Kara Leyse will be using the Revela-
tions software on the church computer to track time
and talent responses. The team will be notifying the
neighborhood of the holiday service schedule using
door hangers.

Salary Increase: Pastor Ed presented the synod
guidelines for remuneration of rostered staff and
his calculations of the minimums. Council took
Pastor’s information under advisement and dis-
missed Pastor Ed for the discussion. Council voted
to provide a 1.5% increase to salary, housing and
benefits that are based on these amounts.

Meeting recessed at 9:40 pm to permit recalcu-
lation of these amounts.

Meeting resumed at 10:50 am Sunday, Decem-
ber 12, 2011. Present were Pastor Ed, Lori Krueger,
Mike Barton, Teresa Wilkes, and Craig Nilsen. A

motion detailing the 2012 pay and benefits package
for Pastor Ed was presented in writing. The motion
was seconded by Lori Krueger. The vote was unan-
imous.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at
11:00 am Sunday, December 12, 2011.
Next meeting: 7:00 pm January 10, 2012
Respectfully submitted
Craig Nilsen

Highlighting Member Opportunity: This month
we are spotlighting the need for people to run for
the Congregation Council. Duties include one
meeting on the first Tuesday of each month and
serving as CPOD at either a Saturday or Sunday
worship service (you choose the dates that work for
you). The Congregation Council oversees the finan-
cial decisions and policies of the congregation be-
tween annual meetings. Each council person also
relates to (and may or may not chair) one of the
standing ministry teams: Facilities, Learning, Ser-
vice, Support, Worship, or Witness. The nominating
committee this year includes Steve Haller, Sam
McCord, and Bonnie Taylor. If you are interested in
learning more about this leadership position or
know someone you think would serve on the Con-
gregation Council let one of them know. Election
of new council members will occur during our
annual meeting January 29, 2012.

St. Andrew Lutheran Church

Pastor: (The Rev. Dr.) T. Edwards Breed
pastor@standrewlutheran.org
4420 Center Point Rd. NE - Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Church Office: (319) 393-4021
Fax: (319) 393-7990
Email: church@standrewlutheran.org

‘/ijww.standrewlutheran.org
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

Worship with us at Holy Communion—
Saturday, 5:30 p.m., Sunday 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult Forum: 10:45 a.m.




SERVICE MINISTRY

Community Free Health Clinic

The Community Health Free Clinic (CHFC) is a
community partnership whose mission is to provide
medical and dental care to the uninsured and the
under-served patients of East Central lowa. CHFC
clinic is situated at Jane Boyd House, 943 14™ Ave-
nue SE, Cedar Rapids, IA. Although some patients
at the clinic do not have medical or dental insurance
others are unable to pay increasing deductibles.
Those who cannot afford medications have the op-
portunity to obtain them from the clinic medication
dispensary or a pharmaceutical prescription pro-
gram.

The current economy has significantly increased
the clinic patient population. Now, more than be-
fore, the clinic needs donations and volunteers.
January Change for the Better offers you the oppor-
tunity to donate to the health needs of many in our
community.

Are you interested in volunteering? Consider

helping as a greeter, clerical helper, work with
computer or mailings, or assist the health care area
in various roles. Ask any of your volunteers from
St. Andrew for more information on ways that you
can help.
“Offer hospitality to one another without complain-
ing. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of
God, serve one another with whatever gift each of
you has received.” (1 Peter 4: 9-10, NRSV)

-
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Annual Blood Drive: is set for Tuesday, February
21, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. during the Shrove Tues-
day Pancake Supper. December 27 is the last
time you can give blood and still give for the St.
Andrew blood drive. If you would like to help
with the drive please contact Becky Lewis.

Gracious Groceries goes to
CrossRoads Mission. Almost
one in every eight people in
Linn County live in hunger,
with over 50% of those being
children. CrossRoads Mission
need your help to restock their
food supply! What do we need? Tuna, beef stew,
hamburger and tuna helper, canned vegetables,
canned fruits, peanut butter, saltine crackers, toilet
paper, and baby diapers of all sizes. We open our
doors on Tuesday through Friday at 10:00 a.m. and
close each day at 4:00 p.m. Please keep Cross-
Roads Mission and our guests who live with hun-
ger on a regular basis in your prayers. Your sup-
port of prayer and food donations would be a
blessing to us and those who are the least of Jesus’
family as we move into the New Year.

o O

LEARNING MINISTRY

Adult Forum
meets Sundays at 10:45 a.m. in the Nave. During
January, we will use one of the Book of Faith Peo-
ple of Faith Studies, A Prostitute, Two Prophets
and Poor Ol’ Job: Gomer, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Job
Jan. 8 — Gomer: the Faithless One
Jan.15 — Isaiah: Disappointment, Disappoint-
ment, and More Disappointment
Jan. 22 — Jeremiah: God’s Accompanying Word
Jan. 29 — Job: Why, God, Why?
Explore scenes from the lives of Gomer, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Job in this People of Faith Bible
study. These scenes are in chronological order to
give participants a sense of each person’s story
from beginning to end. Grab a cup of coffee and
join us!

St. Andrew Book Club

We’ll meet Tuesday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. in
the church library to discuss Still Alice by Lisa
Genova. This book is about a 50-year-old wom-
an’s sudden descent into early onset Alzheimer’s
disease. The fact that the author has a PhD in neu-
roscience helps her in presenting a very realistic
portait of this cruel disease. All are welcome to
join us for discussion.

In February we’ll discuss Night Road by Kris-
ten Hannah. This is actually a book our group won
twelve copies of in a contest that was entered re-
cently. Our March book will be The Confession by
John Grisham.

SA yj Nsﬁ‘w&’ =~ St. Andrew Youth

SAY Wednesday Huddle meets every Wednes-
day, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Youth Room. Plans for
January:

January 4 — Pizza, Painting, Planning, and Ping
Pong. Come start out the new year with a
bang! Eat pizza, finish painting your wall
blocks, brainstorm future SAY activities.

January 11 — Video and discussion with Eric.

January 18 (or another day TBD) — ice skating.

January 25 — Planning and rehearsal for worship
leadership on January 29.

Sunday, January 29 — Youth will be helping with
the worship the fifth Sunday of the month (five
times a year). Youth are needed this day for
greeting, ushering, distributing Communion,
and assisting minister (or reading lessons and
doing prayers). Special music also would be
great! Think about your involvement, and sign
up on the Youth Bulletin Board.

Youth Leadership Team will meet Sunday,

February 19, 8:00 a.m.

The St. Andrew Website
is regularly updated and being kept current. Links
on the home page can take you to this month’s
calendar, our Ministry Teams (check out the dif-
ferent ways you can assist in the Worship and Mu-
sic life of St. Andrew; this can be found on the
Ministry Teams page), and links to the ELCA and
the Southeastern Iowa Synod can be found on the
home page. Check it out:

www.standrewlutheran.org.

The NYG
meeting  will
be  Sunday,
January 15,
at 8:30 a.m.
This is a man-
datory meet-
ing for all
participants.

citizens with the saints
Epbsscioms 31420

An ongoing SAY fundraiser is the redemption of
beverage bottles and cans. The returnable bottles
and cans need to be sorted by type per a request by
the Can Shed. There are 2 cardboard containers
that are labeled cans only and 2 containers that are
labeled plastic only. There is also a small box for
glass beverage bottles.



